Minutes of Management Committee Meeting
Date: Wednesday, 26 August 2026
Time: 6:30 pm
Meeting closed: 8:15 pm
1. Present
· Nigel Fox (Chair) (NF)
· Nick Bickley (Secretary) (NB)
· Tony Wright (Grounds) (TW)
· Liz Wright (Social Chair) (LW)
· Tim Fisher (Social Link) (TF)
· Trevor Laws (Trustee) (TL)
· John Cussons (Clubhouse Manager) (JC)
· Frank James (President) (FJ)
· Dave Barrett (Club Captain) (DB)
· Elly Wain (Membership Secretary) (EW)
· Jim Shearer (Safeguarding) (JS￼)
Apologies: Raj Bandha (Treasurer) (RB), Ken Sproston (Trustee) (KS￼)
2. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 22 July 2026 were approved.
Proposed: JS
Seconded: JC
3. Matters Arising
· Electrical inspection completed.
· Peter Atkin will no longer be organising whist nights.￼
· TF and TW have dealt with the drainage issues.
· Footpath lighting has been sorted.
· Handrail for the accessible entrance is being arranged.
4. Secretary’s Report
· Members have been kept informed about events at the club.
· The website and calendar have been updated.
· An application has been completed for the car park to be designated an Asset of Community Value.
· An enquiry regarding hiring the green for a family event was declined.
· Liaised with external competition organisers.
· Pads in the defibrillator have been renewed.
5. Treasurer’s Report
NB presented a report submitted by RB, based on figures previously supplied to the committee.
The committee recorded its thanks to:
1. All the grounds staff for their hard work.
2. Elly, John and Liz for their contributions.
3. All the team captains.
Accounts
· Bar: The bar surplus is 54% higher than last year. The committee congratulated those involved.
· 59 Club: The club is performing well, with Elly working hard to attract new members. The current surplus is £696, compared with £912 last year. Some of the difference is due to timing differences in receipts, which can be uneven, and there are currently a few vacant places.
· Cash position: Cash is £1,630 ahead of last year. However, more has been spent this year on the exterior of the clubhouse and general repairs. Consequently, the overall surplus is £5,170, compared with £8,012 last year.
6. Membership Report
Current membership:
· Junior: 12
· O: 0
· Associate: 3
· Honorary Associate: 4
· Social: 87
· Full Membership: 107
· Pending applications: 4
Mark Welsh from the BCGBA is working with EW to allow members to become members of BCGBA
· Ken Lancaster has received his key deposit back.
· Roger Barker is unwell and EW has visited him.
· Three additional members have joined the 59 Club.
· There are 69 league bowlers and 17 social members.
· John Sellwood paid funds into the tea fund during EW’s absence.
Catering for External Competitions
EW asked about providing food for external competitions.
JC explained that Fieldhouse had provided food at a competition but had stopped providing it on the second day at a set time. Competition secretaries are considering moving competitions elsewhere.
JC reported a £70 profit from a competition held at the club.
DB stated that more volunteers are needed to assist with competitions.
NB asked about the certification/licensing requirements for selling food. FJ stated that a licence may be required and will make enquiries with the council.
It was felt that the league should be checking the legality of clubs selling food.
EW suggested that a committee could share competitions in order to provide refreshments once FJ has established the legal requirements.
EW spent £148 on tea and coffee and received £79 back.
7. Social Committee Report
· Social events have gone well
· The Kenyon event is practically sold out.
· The curry night is sold out.
· All people supplying food will be reimbursed.
· Quiz night on 17 October currently has two tables remaining.
· Winter games will be organised as one-off competitions over individual evenings.
· NF reminded the committee of the suggestion that teams organise their own evenings during the winter.
· LL’s kitchen is holding a coffee morning on 5 October.
8. Clubhouse Manager’s Report
Liz has finished organising events for the year, but JC has booked Kenyon Walker for events, including Christmas.
Bar sales have picked up during the bowling season.
9. Captain’s Report
DB reported that the issues he was going to raise had been covered.
10. Greens and Grounds
The Agrovista representative stated that the green was the best in the county by far.
The committee recorded its thanks to Tony Smith, Roger Jones and John McCann for helping with the grounds in Roger Barker’s absence.
RB reported that a quotation had been received for tree work at £850, although this will be reduced as some of the work has already been completed.
11. Safeguarding
Nothing to report.
12. Incident at the Club – 25 July 2025
The committee considered an incident that took place at the club involving three members of Stafford Bowling Club.
After hearing information about what had happened and how the matter had subsequently been dealt with, the committee considered whether:
1. The decision made at the meeting between the Chair and all parties involved should be upheld; or
2. A sub-committee should review all the evidence presented and make a recommendation.
FJ felt that the meeting should be the end of the matter. This was supported by TF.
NB stated that if captains have a problem, they should consult the Club Captain.
DB stated that disputes should be referred first to the team captain and then to the Club Captain. DB will contact all captains to remind them of this procedure and advise them to approach him if they require assistance.
Decision
The committee agreed that the Chair’s meeting had concluded the issue.
NF will inform the league, and the two players involved will be informed.
13. Presentation Evening – 24 October
JC has been approached about reinstating the presentation evening and suggested linking it with the Kenyon Walker evening, with the club paying for the entertainment.
DB suggested that trophies should be presented and prizes awarded.
It was proposed that there should also be a bring-and-share buffet.
NF suggested that all teams should celebrate players who have performed particularly well.
It was agreed that, for this year, this would be the format and all members of the club would be invited and asked to contribute to the buffet. A list would go up asking members to indicate what they would provide.
14. Any Other Business
Rules Review
NF reported that the rules review has been completed and that the committee needs to reflect on the rules in the future.
NF and TF will meet with Barry Waltho and John McCann.
TL stated that the constitution is for the whole committee to reflect on.
SBC Grant
RB sent an email regarding the SBC grant of £420. Feedback must be provided by 31 October 2026. If the funds are not used, they will need to be returned.
TF will inform RB about the resources purchased to support coaching.
BT Post
DB asked whether RB had contacted BT regarding the post.
Winter Storage of Benches
JC asked whether the benches could be moved elsewhere during the winter.
TF and TW agreed that this could be arranged.
15. Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday, 14 October 2026 at 2:00 pm
Meeting closed at 8:15 pm.
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